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Expeditionary Learning Schools/Outward Bound Selects
Deborah Bond-Upson as President and CEO

The Board of Directors of Expeditionary Learning Schools/Outward

Bound (ELS), a nonprofit organization affiliated with Outward Bound,

has just announced that Deborah Bond-Upson would become its new
president and CEO and a vice-president of Outward Bound. Ms. Bond-
Upson assumes leadership on July 1 st at ELS headquarters in New York
City. She succeeds Greg Farrell, Expeditionary LearningOs original
president and CEO, who is retiring this summer.

Now in its 15 ™ year, ELS helps create and improve public schools by
bettering student achievement, building student character, and
enhancing teacher practices.

Ms. Bond-Upson is CEO of Best Practice Networks, which develops
online teaching and learning solutions including GALAXY Classroom.
She founded and was CEO of Teacher Universe and executive vice-
president of Knowledge Universe. She also held leadership positions
with Kaplan Education Centers spanning 24 years. She is a graduate
of Swarthmore College and has a Master of Divinity degree from Starr
King School, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, CA.

O In Deborah Bond-Upson we have a hard-working visionary and

proven manager who will bring new strengths to an already strong

organization,O said Lee Klingenstein, Chairman of the ELS Board of

Directors. OWe are impressed with her as a person, as a leader and as

a knowledgeable professional in the worlds of education and business.O
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OWe who work in schools are thrilled daily by the hopeful energy of
youth and the generosity and commitment of teachers, and daunted
by the many obstacles that both teachers and students face to
achieving effective learning.O Ms. Bond-Upson said. OExpeditionary
Learning is the best model | have found to equip schools and teachers
to serve whole students. It is an honor and a challenge to join this
rare and successful movement.00
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Beginning with 10 schools in 1993-94, Expeditionary Learning Schools
now comprises a national network of 150 schools in 30 states and the
District of Columbia, involving almost 45,000 students and 4,300
teachers. Its work is paid for by partnering with schools and school
districts, and subsidized by grants from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, the Stuart Foundation and others. Expeditionary
Learning schools are distinguished by a dual focus on character and
academics, by active, hands-on teaching and learning, by a supportive
and adventurous school culture, and by an extensive and highly-
regarded program of professional development for teachers.
Expeditionary Learning Schools maintains an affiliation with Outward
Bound.
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